
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Ms Sally Maguire 

President 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland 
Thomas McDonagh House 

Winetavern Street 
Dublin 8 

 
Dear President, 

 

ASTI, TUI and INTO have represented the views of teachers with distinction over the 

years and successfully negotiated terms and conditions of employment that teachers in 

many other countries envy. The differing outcomes to the ballots on the Haddington 

Road proposals reflect the conflicted views that many in education are experiencing as 

we see the education budget shrink and the impact this has on children’s and young 

people’s education and on how schools are run. 

 

Every citizen in the land has experienced pain, financial and personal, and seen life 

opportunities for their children diminish since the current economic debacle began. 

Citizens have experienced righteous anger that they have had to bear the heavy burden 
caused by the mistakes of others. 

 

Nonetheless, the current proposals from ASTI which will limit the full participation of 

teachers in school activities present an appalling vista for NAPD members. The impact 

of such directives will be divisive, destructive of collegiality and diminish the capacity of 
schools to meet the needs of students. 

 

The uncertainty now generated by this decision casts a long shadow over the new 
academic year. The potential to disrupt already brittle school climates is immense. 

 

NAPD calls on ASTI to ensure that their members recognise and respect the 

responsibility that the Principal and Deputy Principal have for the welfare of all 

students and all staff employed in the school. NAPD further calls on ASTI to 

support their members who are Principals and Deputy Principals in the discharge of 

their legitimate duties. 

 
It is important to remember that Principals and Deputy Principals did not cause the 
current economic crisis and do not have it in their power to resolve it.



They have sought to maintain the maximum provision of educational opportunities for 

the young people in their charge who are setting out on their life’s journeys. They have 

continued the utmost support to teachers in the classroom while the middle management 

support so vital to the discharge of their duty of care has been dismantled. They have 
sought to preserve professional and collegial relations in demanding times. 

 
It would be a grave injustice if their unique and onerous responsibilities were not 

acknowledged and respected while the current impasse is being resolved. 

 
NAPD calls on ASTI to ensure this does not happen. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Kay O’Brien 

President 

National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals 


