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St. Michael’s Holy Faith  
Secondary School, Finglas, Dublin 

‘Happiness Totem’ 

Transition Year students worked with Ceramic Artist Niamh 
Synott. After much discussion they decided on the theme of 
promoting positive mental health. Following several 
brainstorming sessions the group decided on a piece of 
sculpture for the school garden focusing on happiness 

Starting out with paper versions of their plans, the students, 
under the guidance of artist and teacher started working on 
clay – each creating their own individual piece – Unfortunately 
the Pandemic struck and the project was put on hold – several 
months later thanks to the resilience and persistence of all 
concerned the Happiness Totem Pole is now installed. 

Teacher: Linda Keegan 

Artist: Niamh Synott @niamhsynottceramics 
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Ardscoil Mhuire

St. Michael’s Holy Faith Secondary School

A sincere thank you to school leaders, teachers, students and 
artists who came together in these difficult days of a Pandemic 
and shared their imagination, creativity and energy online and in 
their local school communities. 

Ardscoil Mhuire, Corbally, Co. Limerick 

‘Feminist Songwriting’ 

Singer, guitarist and researcher of Irish Traditional Song at the 
Irish World Academy U.L., Roisin Ni Galloghlaigh collaborated 
with Creative Schools Associate Ceara Conway, 2nd Year 
music students and their teacher Nora O’Connor to study the 
technique of songwriting while focusing on the theme of Irish 
women throughout history. 

The students wrote two songs and learned to perform a third 
in preparation for a performance celebrating International 

Women’s Day at Ormston House, Cultural Resource Centre, 
Limerick City. This very worthwhile project had a huge impact 
on students who now feel confident to record their work. The 
school hopes to receive further Creative Engagement 
funding to continue the project and build and sustain a 
culture of creativity in the school. 

Teacher: Nora O’Connor 

Artist: Roisin Ní Galloghlaigh 

Creative schools Associate: Ceara Conway.
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Cork Educate Together Secondary School

St. Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School St. Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School

Cork Educate Together 
Secondary School, Cork City 

‘Natural Patterns’ 

This project invited Transition Year students 
to work with contemporary artist Fiona Kelly 
and Printmaker and Visual Artist Dominic 
Fee at their school. Students also visited 
founders of Road Books, Iniscarra, Judy 
Kravis and Peter Morgan to learn about their 
work. 

In this eight week programme students 
were encouraged to step away from digital 
devices and connect to the Natural World 
with their peers through walking, 
observation, drawing, photography and 
printmaking. Students used recycled 
cardboard as their canvas with their final 
pieces developed as screen prints.  

Teacher: Dawn O’Sullivan 

Artists: Fiona Kelly and Dominic Fee 

St. Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School, Killarney, Co Kerry 

‘Out of the Shadows: Concealing and Revealing Ourselves’  

Transition Year students studied the work of artists Cindy Sherman, Claude Cahun and performance artist Amanda Coogan. 
They then collaborated with artist Declan O’Meara to select and prepare work for exhibition focusing on identity, transformation 
and what we choose to share and hide about ourselves. 

Teacher: Alice Quilter 

Artist: Declan O’Meara 
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Bailieborough Community 
School, Co. Cavan 

‘Folklore Stories of Bailieborough’ 

Transition Year and 5th Year students, 
interviewed local people, liaised with 
Duchas.ie and their local library and created 
a series of images and illustrations related 
to folklore stories in their local area. 

Students then worked with textile artist and 
illustrator Jackie O’Neill and using drawing, 
illustration and watercolours changed text 
into images. 

With the assistance of the artist the images 
were printed onto calico fabric. Students 
then embroidered the calico on a hoop. 
This cross curricular project created a very 
strong awareness, of local history, local 
people and their stories and the craft of 
embroidery. 

Teacher: Grace McNally 

Artist: Jackie O’Neill Art Studio Cavan

St. Joseph’s Patrician College

Bailieborough Community School

St. Joseph’s Patrician College, 
‘The Bish’, Galway City 

‘BLAH BLAH-Bish Languages’   

This project was aimed at celebrating the 
student voice by creating awareness of the 
diverse languages and cultures in the 
school. Using the Cyanatype Photographic 
Technique students worked with Lara 
Luxardi to open a door to their creativity and 
develop a sense of belonging and 
awareness. Students commenced the 
project by creating individual postcards 
representing their country and what was 
meaningful for them. 

This project struck a personal chord with the 
artist as she moved to Galway ten years ago. 
She encouraged the students to trust their 
ideas and creativity and supported their 
emotional wellbeing particularly relevant as 
the Pandemic emerged and travel ceased 
and many of the families were separated. 
The photographic prints developed from the 
project are displayed in the school. 

Teacher: Isbael Níc Aoidh 

Artist: Lara Luxardi @laraluxardistudio
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Larkin Community College

Dunboyne College of Further Education

Larkin Community College, 
Dublin City 

Award winning photographer and visual artist 
Mandy O’Neill spent two years as artist in 
residence at Larkin College Dublin  

Grant aided by the Arts Council and NAPD 
Creative Engagement Mandy engaged with 
students from 1st year to 6th year by visiting 
classes and interacting with them and the 
wider school community. This engagement 
was also linked to the DEIS initiative in the 
school. 

After building trust with the school community 
the artist produced a series of studio portraits 
culminating in a powerful portrait of 6th year 
student Diane Deiter winning the Zurich 
Portrait Prize at the National Gallery. 

Continuing to celebrate and give voice to the 
school community Mandy’s beautiful work 
‘Quiet at the Back’ was exhibited at the Gallery 
of Photography. Funding from Creative 
Engagement supported the installation of two 
portraits as public art at the school and with 
the help of Liz Coman of the Lab Gallery 
documented the impressions and reactions of 
students involved.  

Teacher: Maura Higgins 

Artist: Mandy O’Neill  
oneill.mandy2@gmail.com

Dunboyne College of 
Further Education, 
Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

‘Banana Bandit Trail’ 

Film and Media students were set the 
challenge of creating a short film. 

This lead to planning and production 
teams creating shorts and learning 
about every aspect of film production. 

The students were lucky to film all their 
scenes prior to Lockdown but 
continued editing remotely in March 
and April 2020 

Students derived immense enjoyment 
and fun from this project while learning 
many new skills and creating great 
memories. 

Teachers: Clare Blackwell and 
Geraldine Lane.



Convent of Mercy Secondary School, 
Roscommon 

‘Flourish’ 

Working outside in socially distanced groups, Transition Year students 
worked on a commemorative sculpture located in a central position at 
the heart of the school with noted Mayo blacksmith Patrick Strahan. 

The aim of the project was to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 
school, honouring students past and present and commemorating all 
who have helped enrich a vibrant school community. 

Using Patrick’s transportable forge and CAD drawing students 
designed a sculpture of a young woman reading, framed by an arch 
and adorned with large leaves. This imaginative project really inspired 
everyone involved and the beautiful sculpture will be a lasting 
reminder to all.  

Teacher: Frances Kilcommins 

Artist: Patrick Strahan 
www.9ironscraft.ie
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Patrician Secondary School, 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare 

‘Dragon’ 

First Year students engaged in a fun, energetic 
brainstorming project with artist Paul Woods and 
their teacher. It emerged that students were 
interested in exploring mythical, fantastical 
creatures and what they represent in our world. 
The students with the artist decided to focus on 
the dragon and investigated and learned what 
dragons represent in different cultures. This 
informative and worthwhile exercise convinced 
the students that the school needed its own 
dragon and set about creating one for display in 
the school. 

Teacher: Kieran Behan 

Artist: Paul Woods   
www.paulwoodsart.com

Convent of Mercy Secondary School

Patrician Secondary School
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Coláiste Pobail Osraí,  
Cathair Chill Chainnigh 

‘An Phictiúr Mór/The Big Picture’ 

Using photography, drawing, print and technology, 
students worked with visual artist Caroline Schofield. 
Students enjoyed the outdoors and the freedom to draw 
and photograph as they wished and then moving on to 
using print and technology. Students found the open 
largescale approach challenging but they eventually 
found their voice and the project took shape leading to 
large scale pieces around the school. Their work 
enhances the school environment and inspires everyone 
in the school community to be creative and find their 
voice. 

Teacher: Síona Nic Eoin 

Artist: Caroline Schofield

Christ King Girls’ 
Secondary School,  
Cork City 

‘Inspirational Women’ 

After research and discussion, 
Transition Year students participated 
with portrait artist Declan O’Meara, in a 
series of workshops in pencil, charcoal 
and oil pastels where they honed their 
skills in portraiture. Students decided 
to create a series of portraits of 
inspirational women such as Greta 
Thunberg, Mary Robinson and Michelle 
Obama. The portraits are hung in 
prominent places in the school 
community promoting the value of the 
arts in society and in the school 
community. 

Teacher: Vicky Hurley 

Artist: Declan O’Meara  
www.declanomearaart.com

Coláiste Pobail Osraí

Christ King Girls’ Secondary School
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Malahide / Portmarnock Educate Together,  
Co. Dublin 

‘Come Fly with Me’ 

Glass Artist Michelle O’Donnell, introduced Transition Year students 
in a series of workshops to the medium of glass art. The students 
explored topics relating to their personal experiences, their home 
place and their interests and hobbies. With the aim of building a 
sense of teamwork and self-confidence each student created a story 
of their life, what was important to them and what made them happy. 
Their stories were then fused into large clear glass ‘birds’ at the 
artist’s studio. Moving the work to the outdoors students took time to 
paint with glass enamels their individual ‘birds’ taking in the light and 
the sunshine. Then the ‘birds’ were again fired and polished at the 
studio. They will be hung in a prominent position in the new school 

Teacher: Annmarie Horgan 

Artist: Michelle O’Donnell Glasshammer Studio

Malahide / Portmarnock Educate Together

Malahide / Portmarnock Educate Together

Kinsale Community School,  
Co. Cork 

‘Ocean Wave Seating Project’ 

With a wish to reflect the role of architecture in 
our world, Architect Andrew Lane worked with 
Transition Year students to develop a seating 
area that would reflect the theme of the ocean 
and the shape of the ocean waves as they 
impact on the seaside town of Kinsale. 

Keen to have a space to relax, chat and study 
students decided that there was a need for 
social seating in and around the school. This was 
in the days before social distancing!  

The shape of the seating is based on the shape 
of a side profile of a wave as it rolls in from the 
ocean. 

Students were conscious of using materials that 
would have least impact on the environment and 
they also wanted to use a range of bright colours 
reflecting the vibrant colours of the town.  

Teacher: Cathal O’Donnabhain 

Artist: Andrew Lane RIAI RIBA ARB  
Hogan Associates

Kinsale Community School
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Borrisokane Community College, Co. Tipperary 

‘Remembering the Dead of Borrisokane Workhouse’ 

Creative Engagement is proud to support this ongoing historical project aimed at creating a greater appreciation of the history 
of Borrisokane Workhouse 1853-1923. 

This year, Transition Year students focused on remembering the dead buried in unmarked graves in a nearby graveyard. 

The aim of the project was to research the names of the dead using Civil Death Records, erect a plaque in their memory and 
produce a book containing their names written in Calligraphy with the instruction and guidance of Calligrapher Lily O’Donnell. 

This project provided students with a real sense of history of their school. It has taught them valuable research, digital and 
artistic skills and a sense of empathy with the people who lived and died at the workhouse. 

Teacher: Darren O’Connell 

Artist: Lily O’Donnell

St. Mary’s Secondary School, 
Newport, Co. Tipperary 

‘All Our Own Music’  
Traditional Music Composition 

Music Artist Sean O’Meara collaborated with a 
group of music students at the school with the 
aim off composing a brand new piece of 
traditional music. 

Working together over a period of six weeks 
these talented young people completed the 
task, creating a beautiful piece of music for a 
live performance at Newport Trad Fest. 

Teacher Elanor O’Meara 

Artist: Sean O’Meara St. Mary’s Secondary School

Borrisokane Community College



St. Aidan’s Community School  
Tallaght, Co. Dublin 

‘Identity, Community and Local 
Environment’ 

Using paper, pencil, MDF wood and acrylic paint 
artist Dave West worked with Leaving Cert Applied 
students to create a series of circular painted 
murals focusing on the themes of Identity, 
Community and Environment. 

Incorporating their Woodwork, Computer and 
Maths skills the students measured MDF circular 
pieces in various sizes and transferred their ideas to 
the boards by painting them under the direction of 
the artist and their teacher. 

The pieces showcasing the students wonderful 
work was then constructed as a single piece of 
Futurist Art displayed in a communal area of the 
school. 

Teacher: Michelle Murphy 

Artist: Dave West  
mail@davewest.ie
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Presentation Secondary School, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork 

‘Girl with a Lantern’ 

Inspired by Waterford Walls Street Art International Festival, Transition Year and 5th Year LCA students decided they would like 
to inject some life and colour onto an open space in a communal area of the school. 

Street Artist, Magda Karol from Waterford Walls Street Art, worked with the students on the design process and organized two 
workshops on how to use spray paints safely and effectively. Halfway through the project students decided to change direction 
and revisited their design pieces but using their problem solving skills arrived at a design they were happy with. 

A further challenge was Covid 19 restrictions and social distancing, allowing only small groups to work on the project at one 
time. Nevertheless, the students are very proud of their design and their work and created a colourful space for students to 
identify with and relax in. 

Teacher: Linda Evans 

Artist: Magda Karol @magdalenakarol

St. Aidan’s Community School

Presentation Secondary School
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St. Anne’s Community College

The Royal School

The Royal School, Cavan Town 

‘It’s all about Perseverance’ 

Transition Year students, worked with artist Colette Kearney to 
create a large triptych MDF mural focusing on the theme of 
‘Wellness and Sport’ 

After much discussion, musings and brainstorming Colette 
encouraged the students to work on a piece that would define 
them as a group by highlighting positive things they love in 
their lives. 

After considerable research students were drawn to pop art 
such as, the Peter Blake Self Portrait with Badges 1961 and the 
song Through Da Storm by Polo G. A Line from the song 
became the title for the project. What emerged is a powerful 
piece of work representing each student involved. 

This was a challenging and inspiring collaboration for the artist 
who ‘thoroughly loved working on this project’ 

Teacher: Olivia Burns 

Artist: Colette Kearney

St. Anne’s Community College, 
Killaloe, Co. Clare 

Mural  – ‘A Walk by the Lake’ 

The school community wanted to create a 
special memorial space at the school. Advice and 
guidance was sought from Clare and Limerick 
Arts Councils and artist Mary Conroy who has 
considerable experience working in outdoor 
spaces was approached. 

After several workshops at the school and much 
discussion and planning it was decided to create 
a large spray painted abstract mural. Students 
learned the skills of spray painting, studied 
murals, public art and garden art. 

They also studied art styles and eventually 
agreed on the style of contemporary Irish Visual 
Artist Maser.  

Students also focused on the atmosphere and 
feelings they wished to create in the space and 
decided they would like to draw on the nature 
and beauty of nearby Lough Derg for inspiration. 
Using photographs and drawings taken on visits 
to the lake the artist worked with students to 
create shapes inspired by nature. 

Covid 19 disrupted plans but work on the project 
eventually commenced in October 2020.The 
artist worked with small groups of Transition Year 

students and supervised and guided them on how to use the materials 
as well as answering questions from the school community. 

This project has a very positive impact on the school community and 
there are plans to continue developing this special space in the future. 
The project really lifted everyone’s spirits in these challenging times. 

Teacher: Sarah Bolger 

Artist: Mary Conroy  
maryconroyartistwixsite.com



Coláiste Treasa, Kanturk, Co. Cork 

Let’s Colour the Walls!  

Transition Year students worked with artist Sue 
Gifford as they embarked on a project that 
encouraged free and open discussion while easing 
the most reluctant to express their creative talents.  

Painting a large scale mural requires problem 
solving and co-ordination. Students needed to focus 
on spatial planning, colour mixing techniques and  
paint application. They were also challenged to have 
the courage to change ideas and the ability to allow 
themselves to make mistakes. The artist describes 
the students ‘as a gorgeous wonderful group of 
people bursting to fly!’  

Teacher: Natasha Edmunson 

Artist: Sue Gifford & James Bohan    
www.suegifforddesign.com 
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Hansfield  
Educate Together,  
Secondary School,  
Clonsilla, Dublin 

‘Drawing with Light ‘ 

All 5th year students worked with 
visual artist Mona Atkinson, using 
the Cyanotype Process, one of the oldest means of 
producing photographic print. This project was an 
opportunity to explore the interaction of chemistry, art and 
physics. Students were encouraged to bring their own 
unique creativity and ideas to the process by exploring mask 
making techniques and mixed media on transparent acetate 
sheets. 

The artist describes the students as ‘a joy to work with’ with 
the energy and inventiveness they brought to the project!  

Despite the challenges of Covid 19, students, teacher and 

Coláiste Treasa

Hansfield Educate Together

artist adapted with socially distanced workshops and remote 
presentations using a visualizer and video phone. In this 
strange and isolating time it was even more important to 
create and share. 

The beautiful images will be properly framed and displayed 
in the school building. 

Teacher: Elaine Stephens 

Artist: Mona Atkinson  
@mona.atkinson 
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St. Patrick’s College,  
Gardiner’s Hill, Cork City 

‘Iconic Landmarks and Skylines around 
Ireland’ 

Due to Covid19 and the closure of the school in March 
and April plans had had to change.  

All Transition Year students were invited to participate 
in two full day workshops in November 2020 and each 
student produced a felted piece over the two days. 

Before the school closed artist Declan O’Meara gave a 
workshop on felting and sewing and the art of 
combining both to create embroidery pieces. He also 
introduced them to skills in relation to developing a 
piece of art, composition, proportion and colour theory.   

Each individual piece was then constructed into a large 
patchwork wall hanging for display in the foyer of the 
school so other students can see the possibilities of 
creating large scale artistic pieces and provoke a 
conversation about arts, crafts, geography and Ireland’s 
landscapes and landmarks.  

Teacher: June McCarthy 

Artist: Declan O’Meara  
www.declanomearaart.com

Curragh Post Primary SchoolCurragh Post Primary School

St. Patrick’s College

Curragh Post Primary School, 
Curragh, Co. Kildare

‘Individuality and Identity’  

5th year Leaving Cert Applied Visual Art students, embarked 
on a special artist lead project to explore their individuality 
and identity. 

Having an artist work with the students brought a new 
dynamic to their work as well as learning new approaches 
and techniques. Students made sketches of their interests 

and hobbies and used photographs to make self-portraits. 
They then developed their drawings into 3D sculptures that 
were placed into the centre of prepared mixed media 
backgrounds. 

Teacher: Antoinette Brennan 

Artist: Paul Woods   
www.paulwoodsart.com  



St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghadereen, 
Co. Roscommon  

‘Bringing Plastic to Life –  
Out of Waste Grows Beauty’ 

Transition Year students worked with Mo Robertson 
and landscape artist Joe Dowling to create a project 
using recycled bottle tops and larch wood. The idea 
was born out of a greater awareness of sustainability 
and how the school community could use a variety of 
recycled materials to enhance the entrance to the 
school. After several workshops and a social media 
campaign to collect bottle tops and in co-operation 
with the Art, Wood, Technology and Horticulture 
Departments, the combined efforts lead to the 
creation of a large ‘oak tree’ mural, a seating area and 
some new planting. Although hampered by Covid 19 
the school community have shown their resilience like 
the oak tree and managed to complete the project! 

Teacher: Karen Munnelly 

Artists: Mo Robertson  
@hullabaloo.ie 

Joe Dowling Landscape Artist
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St. Nathy’s College

St. David’s CBS, Artane, 
Dublin 

‘Light Your Direction’ 

In this cross curricular project incorporating Art, 
Metalwork and Woodwork, Transition Year students 
worked alongside artist fabricator Frank Prendergast 
to create a light sculpture. After a lot of brainstorming 
and discussion students decided to focus on the 
shape of an arrow. The arrow represented a lot of 
different things to the students e.g. direction, journeys, 
reaching goals and protection. Students really enjoyed 
the process and the learning involved and the artist 
really enjoyed sharing the learning he has gained in his 
creative and professional life. 

A highlight of the school year, St David’s CBS has 
participated in Creative Engagement Projects over the 
past 5 years, Projects enhance the school environment 
and instil a sense of pride and ownership when 
students’ work is displayed in the school.  

Teacher: Niamh Masterson 

Artist: Frank Prendergast  
a4sounds.org

 St. David’s CBS
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St. Mary’s Holy Faith Secondary School

St. Brendan’s Community School, 
Birr, Co. Offaly 

‘Our Native Hedgerows’ 

In this project over one hundred Transition Year 
students participated in a series of workshops with 
ceramic artist Sandra Cole. 

Participating in several workshops students had an 
opportunity to look closely at the surrounding 
countryside, the flora and corridors of nature of our 
Irish Hedgerows 

Each student learned to work with clay and had an 
opportunity to make their own unique piece which 
was then incorporated into three large wall 
mounted relief panels. 

Students benefited greatly from the experience of 
working with a practising artist as well as planning 
and mounting their work. Students enjoyed their 
outdoor trips exploring nature and highlighting their 
individual pieces of work inspired by their local 
environment when it was displayed in the school. 

Teachers: Brona Mc Dermott & Sharon Mc 
Connell 

Artist: Sandra Cole  
coleceramics.ie 

St. Mary’s Holy Faith 
Secondary School, Glasnevin, 
Dublin 

‘Ask an Artist’ 

Creative Arts classes provide Transition Year 
students with an opportunity to learn about a 
variety of processes involved in theatre 
production and create a piece of original theatre 
in the school. 

Students had an opportunity to access the 
following activities before school closures in 
2020. 

Lighting and Design Workshop – Abbey Theatre 
with one also planned in-school 

Performance of Hansel and Gretel Abbey Theatre. 

Script Writing Workshop in the school with 
Anthony Goulding.  

As the school was unable to proceed with a 
theatre performance they decided on a virtual 
approach. Supported by the Irish National Opera, 
students devised a set of questions for a 
selection of theatre professionals. Answers to the 
students’ questions were recorded by the artists 
and edited. The video responses were then 
shared with students in the school.  

Teachers: N. McDonagh/Cunningham, M. O’Doherty,  
C. Morgan and C. Coll. 

Artists: Irish National Opera, Sharon Carty, Katie Davenport, 
Anthony Goulding, Raymond Keane, Sarah Jane Shiels and 
Enda Walsh.

St. Brendan’s Community School



Mount St. Michael, Claremorris, 
Co. Mayo 

‘Stain Glass Installation’ 

The school has just built a new extension and it 
was decided to create a piece of art that would 
symbolise the school community. Transition Year 
students worked with stain glass artist Eugene 
Harrington. An old chapel in the school had some 
old stain glass windows and it was decided to 
preserve this beautiful glass and incorporate some 
into the new piece. 

This was an uplifting and rewarding experience for 
everyone involved. When we move on to 
something new and exciting it is important to bring 
the past with us too. 

Teachers: Bernie Cunnane, Sinéad Collins 

Artist: Eugene Harrington  
@ Demesne Stained Glass 
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Mount St. Michael

Limerick College of Further Education

Limerick College of Further Education, Limerick City 

‘Digital Textiles’ 

Students worked with Adobe Illustrator Lucia Pollakova, where she challenged 
them to create cutting edge contemporary textiles printed and designed in 
Ireland and available to all. The inspiration for the work was Amelia Earhart. 

Teacher: Miia Satama 

Artist: Lucia Poliakova



‘Individuality’ 

Transition and 5th Year students worked with Graphic 
Designer Aisling Lillis a past pupil of the school. 

Students investigated the concept of individuality. They 
explored challenging questions such as  

What does it mean to be Me? 

Why am I special? 

How can I illustrate ME through my artwork? 

The students designed and painted a series of MDF puzzle 
pieces that were then pieced together to create a large 
colourful installation in the school. Like many other schools 
this year the project did not go to plan but with 
determination from teachers, artist and students the project 
was completed much to the delight and pride of all involved.  

Teacher: Lourda Talty 

Artist: Aisling Lillis
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Le Chéile Secondary School, 
Tyrellstown, Co. Dublin 

‘House of Swag –Dance Performance’ 
This school sees Expressive Arts as central to the 
ongoing well-being of the school community. With 
this in mind the House of Swag Dance Studio visited 
the school and during class time, lunchtimes, and as 
an extra-curricular activity invited every student in 
the school to immerse themselves in the world of 
Dance and Performance. 

The aim of the project was to develop the 
imagination, promote an awareness of culture and 
diversity, promote student voice as well as physical 
and mental well-being. 

Central to the project were 5th and 6th year students 
who took on the role of Mental Health Co-ordinators 
liaising with the student body to ensure everyone 
was doing well. 

Students managed to have one performance at the 
school and had plans to enter dance completions 
and perform at the Le Chéile HOS Show at the Axis 
Theatre but due to Covid 19 were unable to do so.  

They will be back!

St Joseph’s Secondary School

Le Chéile Secondary School

St. Joseph’s Secondary School, Spanish Point, Co. Clare

Teacher: Erin O’Brien 

Artists: Nelly Kelly, Lauren Dignam, and Tom Kelly 
House of Swag, Swords



Millstreet Community School, Co. Cork 

‘No to Bullies’ 

Transition Year students worked with Animation Artist Brian Crotty to explore stop-motion animation film and explore the 
themes of bullying, self-respect and compassion. 

The artist worked with the students, brainstorming and planning how to execute the animation and film work. 

Students were encouraged to recognize and celebrate their own unique creativity and the creativity of others. 

Students learned to work as individuals and collaborate. They learned new skills, camera angles and sound effects. Although 
apprehensive initially guidance and encouragement allowed each student to shine. 

Teachers: Sandra Moynihan, Rebekah Power 

Artist: Brian Crotty
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Coláiste Pobail Setanta, 
Clonsilla, Dublin 

‘Helping Hands’ 

Using spray paint and stencil 
Transition Year students 
brainstormed what the ethos of 
the school suggested. The 
students came up with words and 
ideas they felt were part of what it 
meant to be a part of the school. 
These words and ideas were 
distilled down to one phrase 
‘Helping Hands’ and this became 
the central theme of the mural. 
Around this are represented all 
the activities of the school such 
as sport, music, art and learning. 

Teacher: Paul Hickey. 

Artist: Garreth Joyce 

Millstreet Community School

Coláiste Pobail Setanta



‘Celebrating Our Shores and Sea Life’ 

This school overlooks Clonakilty Bay and many of the 
students live on the Coast. 

Due to the extensive awareness raising work of Sustainable 
Clonakilty, students, through their Green School’s Initiative, 
decided to focus on the misuse of plastics and the impact on 
the local marine environment. The also heard from Bantry 
Bay artist and activist Michelle O’Connor/Connelly about 
creating a greater awareness of the marine environment, the 
interdependence of our ecosystem and how humans impact 
on it.  

Students worked with artist Kate McElroy, exploring the 
unique properties of clay. 

Celebrating the incredible beauty of the shores and sea life 
they created a ceramic mural for hanging outdoors. The final 
hanging and launch was suspended due to Covid19 but will 
happen in due course.  

Teacher: Judy O’Connell 

Artist: Kate McElroy  
www.katemcelroy.com

Sacred Heart Secondary School, Clonakilty, Co. Cork
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Sacred Heart Secondary School

Margaret Aylward Community College, 
Whitehall, Dublin 

‘Poles Apart’ 

First and Transition Year students, worked with 
Ceramic Artist Patricia Rafferty to create a ‘hands 
on’ creative experience inspired by the work of 
Antoni Gaudi. Having studied the work of Gaudi 
students were inspired to look at organic shapes 
in their environment and in particular the 
amazing structure, colour and beauty of the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

The students decided to use two poles at the 
entrance into the school as their ‘canvas ’to 
support hundreds of ‘Pinch Pots’ These pots were 
made by the students and glazed with colour 
attempting to recreate the watery feel of The 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Teacher: Grace Boon 

Artist: Patricia Rafferty Margaret Aylward Community College
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Limerick Educate Together  
Secondary School, Limerick City 

‘Puppetual Motion’   

60 first year students using materials such as plaster, paper, 
bbq sticks, card, newspaper, paint and fabric worked with 
puppeteer, Dr Emma Fisher to make hand puppets with 
moving mouths. 

Using a storyboard each student drew the puppet they 
wanted to make. Students then moved on to learn how to 
make shadow puppets and coloured translucent 
backgrounds for an overhead projector.  

The next step was performance and filming. Students worked 
really well together and helped each tell their stories by 
helping each other with their shadow puppets. The hand 
puppets and shadow puppets were filmed separately in front 
of a white board and then edited. 

Two days after the project was completed Ireland went into 
Level 5 Lockdown but the artist organized to share the film 
with all the students online so they were able to watch it 
together in their homes. The project continued with online 
workshops for students so they could appreciate the art of 
puppetry, have fun together, enjoy the stories and work of 
their friends, remind them they are part of a group and a 
community. 

Teacher: Norma Lowney 

Artist: Dr Emma Fisher: Beyond the Bark Theatre. 
W: emmacfisher.wix.com/emmafisherdesign 

Limerick Educate Together Secondary School

Hamilton High School

Hamilton High School,  
Bandon, Co. Cork 

‘Hammies – The School Documentary’ 

Involving 1st to 6th Years this cross curricular 
multidisciplinary project revolves around a 
documentary film celebrating the life and history 
of the school.  

The School’s Creativity Committee and the 6th 
Year Prometheans Creativity Group have 
embarked on a fun project with award winning 
filmmaker, writer and photographer Shaun 
O’Connor.  

Co-ordinating Teacher: Ciarán Collins 

Film Director: Shaun O’Connor  
www.shaunoconnor.com 
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Gorey Community School

Chanel College

Gorey Community School,  
Gorey, Co. Wexford 

‘A Dog’s Life – Animation’ 

In a world where creators are as sought after as 
engineers, Transition Year students had an 
opportunity to collaborate with Kit Peterson in a 
very creative and challenging animation module. 
Students learned about technique, how to 
communicate and express a character, the 
importance of sound and visuals and the 
meticulous nature of the work. It was a fantastic 
experience for teachers and students to work with 
an artist with extensive experience in a hugely 
exciting and successful industry. 

Teacher: Gráinne Codd 

Animation Artist: Kit Peterson

Chanel College,  
Coolock, Dublin 

‘Neon Wellness –  
Creative Voice’ 

Inspired by the abstract artist 
Wassily Kandisky and after much 
brainstorming, discussion, design 
and planning Transition Year 
students decided to create a neon 
sculpture under the expert guidance 
of Sean O’Duigeannain. 

Students and teacher worked with 
the artist in person and over email 
and Microsoft Teams to learn the 
history, skills and techniques 
involved in designing and making 
neon art.  

The beautiful abstract art piece can 
mean different things to different 
people, the silhouette of the head is 
to represent every person in the 
school and the message of the 
piece is that everyone in the school 
community has a creative voice.  

The piece is prominently located in 
the main entrance hall of the school 
so that all who are connected to the 
school can see and enjoy its light 
colour and uniqueness. 

Teacher: Emma Reilly 

Artist: Sean O’Duigeannain – SIGNU Signs and Graphics



Ballyhaunis Community School, Co. Mayo 

‘Life is Fragile’ 

This is a free standing glass installation created for an 
outdoor courtyard in the centre of the school. It is hoped this 
will be a space of contemplation, wellness and peace and 
this piece is the start of that plan. 

The piece is created in glass, with flower and leaf drawings 
created by the students and digitally embedded in the glass.  

All art students in the school were involved in the project. 
The school has suffered a number of tragedies over the past 
two years and this piece is dedicated to their memory and 
the memories of all who knew them. They are greatly missed 
from the community. 

The drawings made by the students are also encapsulated in 
glass coasters. They will be given to the students when the 
school re-opens after the Pandemic eases. The glass 
coasters will create a link between the students and the 
installation. 

The school plans a formal opening at a later stage.  

‘It demands a ceremony that we cannot do virtually’ 

Teacher: Antoinette Lennon 

Artist: Linda Mulloy  
@The Glasshouse
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Davis College, 
Mallow, Co. Cork 

‘Creative Artists, Scientists, 
Engineers and Programmers at 
Davis College’ 

This Creative Engagement Project is based 
on STEAM. Transition Year students were 
involved in working closely with Graphic 
Mural Artist Gareth Joyce. As the students 
study Science, Engineering, Art and Maths 
the aim of the project was to reflect their 
learning in these subjects into a piece of art. 

This was an immersive and rewarding 
experience for everyone involved.   

Teachers: Teresa Loughlin,  
Marie Coughlan, Tony Morrissey 

Artist: Garreth Joyce – A4sounds Davis College

Ballyhaunis Community School
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Scoil Mhuire, Ennistymon,  
Co. Clare 

‘3 For The Sea’/ Snámhaí Sásta  

2nd Year and Transition Year students participated in an 
environmental awareness project, incorporating climate 
action, the benefits of sea swimming, and screen printing.  

This project focused on trips to the local Whitestrand Beach 
where students met environmentalist group 3For The Sea 
and participated in a beach clean-up. The also met with 
Jane Curtin founder of the sea swimming group Snámhí 
Sásta and decided to respond to their experiences by 
creating clay sculptures, printed t-shirts and banners. They 
also set up an environmental club in the school and had 
their work displayed on Culture Night. 

Lockdown affected the project as students had planned a 
Climate Action Awareness Float for  
St. Patrick’s Day. 

Teacher: Mary Fahy 

Artists: Ellen Mc Mahon  

Celtic T-shirt Printing Lahinch 

Scoil Mhuire

Scoil Mhuire

Archbishop McHale College

Archbishop McHale College,  
Tuam, Co. Galway 

‘Inspired by Tuam’ 

Textile Artist Karena Ryan, collaborated with Transition Year 
students to reflect their impressions of their local town.  

The seeds for the project stemmed from conversations 
about the town, its history and its people. 

Following several walking tours of the town, students began 
with sketches and drawings reflecting literal and abstract 
interpretations. 

Students then got down to the hard work of wet felting, a 
great workout as it leads to tired arms. The therapeutic and 
meditative effects of the process gave students the 
opportunity to unleash their creativity and enjoy themselves. 

The students’ creative pieces were then mounted and 
exhibited at the school. 

Teacher: Claire Gibbons 

Artist: Karena Ryan



Our thanks to the 
following schools 

who participated 
in NAPD Creative 

Engagement at local 
school level 2019/2020

 

Creative Engagement is an Arts in Education programme in which 
innovative projects are completed in schools with the support of an 

outside artist or artists’ group. Despite the Covid 19 Pandemic 
teachers, students and artists collaborated on many different topics 
and issues often in a cross-curricular way and in 2019/2020 socially 

distanced and wearing masks!

l St. Raphaela’s Secondary School, Co. Dublin 

l Presentation Secondary School, 
Warrenmount, Dublin 

l Gort Community School, Co. Galway 

l Coláiste Éamann Rís, Cork City 

l St. Kevin’s College, Crumlin, Dublin 

l Eureka Secondary School, Kells, Co. Meath 

l The Abbey School, Tipperary Town 

l Laurel Hill Secondary School FCJ, Limerick 

l Our lady of Mercy College,  
Beaumont, Dublin 

l St. Mary’s Secondary School, 
New Ross, Co. Wexford 

l St. Joseph’s College, Lucan, Co. Dublin 

l Carlow Institute of Further Education 

l St. Aloysius Catholic Secondary School, 
Cork City 

l Ardscoil La Salle, Raheny, Dublin 

l Presentation College, Tuam,  
Co. Galway 

l Coláiste Bhaile Chláir, Co. Galway 

l Clonaslee College, Co. Laois 

l St. Fintan’s High School, Sutton,  
Co. Dublin 

l Banagher College, Co. Offaly 

l Glenamaddy Community School,  
Co. Galway 

l St. Joseph’s Secondary School,  
Rush, Co. Dublin 

l Holy Child, Killiney, Co. Dublin 
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l Gael-Choláiste Chill Dara, Naas,  
Co. Kildare  

l Assumption Secondary School, 
Walkinstown, Dublin 

l CBS Thurles, Co. Tipperary 

l Coláiste na bPiarsach Ros Muc,  
Co. Na Gaillimhe 

l St. Joseph’s CBS Secondary School, 
Fairview, Dublin 

l Catholic University School, Dublin 

l St. Patrick’s College, Co. Cavan 

l Loreto College, Co. Cavan 

l Loreto Community School,  
Milford, Co Donegal 

l Roscommon Community College 

l Coláiste Dún An Rí, Kingscourt, Co. Cavan 

l Alexandra College, Dublin 

l Rice College, Ennis, Co. Clare 

l Bremore Educate Together,  
Secondary School, Co. Dublin 

l Mercy Secondary School,  
Goldenbridge, Dublin 

l Coláiste Chineál Eoghain,  
Buncrana, Co Donegal 

l Scoil Mhuire Béal Átha’n Ghaorthaidh,  
Co. Corcaigh 

l Rockford Manor Secondary School,  
Co. Dublin 

l Ardscoil Na Mara,  
Tramore, Co. Waterford 

l Portumna Community School,  
Portumna, Co. Galway 

l Coláiste Na Coiribe, Galway City 

l St. Macartan’s College, Co. Monaghan 

l Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí Leighin,  
Co. Chorcaí 

l St. Mary’s College,  
Arklow, Co. Wicklow 

l Coláiste Cholmcille Indrebhán, 
Co. Na Gaillimhe 

l North Monastery Secondary School,  
Cork City 

l Presentation Secondary Girl’s School,  
Cork City 

l St. Declan’s College, Cabra, Dublin 

l Charleville CBS Secondary School,  
Co. Cork 

l Gaelcoláiste Mhuire A.G.,  
Cathair Chorcaí 

l Coláiste Choilm, Ballincollig,  
Co. Cork 

l Lusk Community College, Co. Dublin 

l Gaelcholáiste Luimnigh,  
Cathair Luimnigh 

l Presentation Secondary School,  
Tralee, Co. Kerry  

l Cnoc Mhuire Secondary School,  
Granard, Co. Longford 

l Scoil Bernadette, Cork City 

l Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed, 
Thurles, Co. Tipperary
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Student Collage Work – Artist: Ann Conroy

Creative Engagement is an Arts in Education programme in which innovative 
projects are completed in schools with the support of an outside artist or artist’s 

group. Teachers, students and artists collaborate often in a cross curricular way to 
highlight, issues and topics of interest to those involved. 

Special thanks to: 

NAPD Arts, Culture and Heritage Committee would like to thank  
NAPD President, Michael Cregan, 

NAPD Director, Clive Byrne,  
NAPD Deputy Director, Paul Byrne,  

and the National Executive for their continued support. 

Also special thanks to Tim Geraghty, NAPD Head Office and  
Michelle O’Hanlon NAPD Events Manager for her fantastic support in 

getting this exhibition on line. 

Committee: 

Kay O’Brien (Chairperson) Dermot Carney (Arts Officer)  
Anthony Condron, Mick Daly, Brendan Flynn, Mary Hanley,  

Dave Mc Pherson, Frances Neary, Paddy O’Conor and Michael Parsons.


